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HR Conclave at Ahmednagar
29th February 2024

The MCCIA organised a half-day HR Conclave on 29th February 2024. This event had the rare 
distinction of being the First HR Conclave to have been organised at Ahmednagar with specially 
curated sessions per the HR fraternity's needs. The Conclave’s objective was to create an opportunity 
for HR professionals to discuss new technologies, industrial relations, and the transformation 
roadmap from performance management to performance development.
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The inaugural session was graced by Mr. Indraneel Dhaneshwar- Business Head, Motors Division, 
CG Power and Industrial Solutions Ltd., Ahmednagar. According to him, the HR department and 
HR professionals serve as a guiding light in any organisation and are thus expected to be kind and 
soft towards employees. Mr. Dhaneshwar opined on the need to embrace innovation as a facet 
of everyday life and promote the kindling of ideas among staff. He concluded by comparing HR to 
an architect of organisational culture who is responsible for inclusivity and collaboration among 
employees.

The theme for the second session was Industry 4.0, and initiated by the first speaker Mr. Nitin 
Asalkar, Vice President, HR -Wilo Mather and Platt Pumps Pvt. Ltd. He elaborated on the high 
speed and well-ordered functioning of Industry 4.0 operations. Mr Asalkar, for the benefit 
of the sales department, gave an example of Data acquisition and alert systems, which can be 
used for vehicle bookings, travel monitoring, automatic bill generation, and payment transfers.       
Mr. Dhananjay Magdum, Manager Data Scientist, Industry 4.0 Innovation Centre, was the second 
speaker and delved into the nitty gritty of the Industry 4.0 journey through a presentation.
 
In the third session, Mr. Kuldip Joshi, Independent Consultant, spoke on Innovative Clauses in 
long-term settlement. These were invented and implemented by HR professionals to cater to 
business needs. Mr Joshi cited real cases to explain these innovative clauses and their benefits.       
Adv. Shriniwas Inamati, Director, Deccan Management Consultants, Pune and Chairman, HR & IR 
Committee, MCCIA, spoke on Fixed term employment and its benefits.

The last session, Performance Management to Performance Development, featured two 
panellists and one Panel coordinator.

Mr. Clifford Pai, a Board Member of Leadership- Life Coach & HR Consultant, was the session chair. 
He implored that individuals must take care of personal development as it could otherwise impact 
their personal and professional lives.

Mr. Rajesh Pewal, Head - HR & IR Plant, Eaton Industrial Systems Pvt. Ltd, Member of Maharashtra 
State Advisory Committee –Minimum Wages, and Chairman- HR & IR Forum MCCIA Ahmednagar, 
spoke about how to develop workforce skills.

Mr. Basavraj Bakali, Head Plant HR II, Exide Industries Ltd. Ahmednagar, highlighted appreciation 
and validation as basic human needs. He underscored the need to gauge the employee’s capacity 
in order to get work done.

Exide Industries Ltd. and Yashaswi Skills sponsored the event as a Silver Sponsor. Shabri Caterers 
and Surabhi Hospitals were Associate Sponsors.
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International women’s day celebrations
6th march 2024

The Chamber organised the celebrations on 6th March 2024, and the Chief Guest was Mr. Mahesh 
Kale, an Indian Classical Vocalist. Mrs. Sonali Deshpande, Chief Trustee & Chairperson of the Board 
of Trustees, Persistent Foundation, was the Special Guest at the event. Energising the attendees 
with her enthralling Power Talk, Ms. Madhura Bachal, Founder of Madhura’s Recipe, set the tone 
for the event and exhibition of products by women entrepreneurs, which was inaugurated by Mr. 
Mahesh Kale and Mrs. Sonali Deshpande. Ms. Ujwala Gosavi, Core Committee Member-MCCIA CEWE, 
was the event anchor.

Mr. Prashant Girbane, Director General, MCCIA, gave the opening remarks and shared the history 
and legacy behind the MCCIA’s Tilak Road office, the home of the Chamber’s Centre of Excellence 
for Women Entrepreneurs (CEWE). The historic Tilak Road office has witnessed leadership from 
prominent figures like Shantanrao Kirloskar and Rahul Bajaj, as well as notable visitors such as Lata 
Mangeshkar. 
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In his address, Mr. Deepak Karandikar, President of MCCIA, briefed the audience about the vision, 
objectives, and roadmap of MCCIA CEWE.
Later, Ms. Manasi Bidkar, Chairperson of MCCIA’s Women Entrepreneurs Committee, shared more 
insights about this initiative's impact. 

This was followed by an exciting fireside chat between the Chief Guest, Mr. Mahesh Kale, and  
Mr. Prashant Girbane, DG, MCCIA. The attendees appreciated the discussion and assimilated several 
valuable insights from Mr. Kale. He stressed the value of mentorship, perseverance towards one’s 
goal, the significance of collaboration, and qualitative vs. quantitative achievements, among many 
other takeaways.  

In her special address, Mrs. Sonali Deshpande, Chief Trustee and Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees of Persistent Foundation, applauded a woman’s strength in bringing about holistic 
upliftment and catalysing unity and growth.

Ms. Madhura Bachal, Founder of ‘Madhura’s Recipe’, participated in a candid conversation 
moderated by Ms. Devaki Kunte, a core committee member of MCCIA’s CEWE. Madhura reminisced 
about starting the famous food-vlogging channel on YouTube, Madhura’s Recipe, with the initial 
intent of documenting recipes. Determined to create content in her mother tongue, Marathi, she 
envisaged that Maharashtrian dishes should reach national and global levels.
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Ms. Bachal implored the participating women entrepreneurs to maintain their mental fitness 
through meditation and yoga and allocate time from their hectic schedules for leisure activities.

Thereafter, a session titled Leverage of Garje Marathi Global, saw an intriguing conversation 
between Ms. Surashree Rahane, Founder and CEO of Yearbook Canvas, and Mr. Dinanath Kholkar 
Chairman, IT/ITES committee, MCCIA.

A panel discussion was also held on Inspire Inclusion, the universal theme for this year’s International 
Women’s Day. The panellists were Dr. Madhavi Sardeshpande, Co-Founder of Sarvaay Solutions; 
Ms. Mukta Pandit, Farmer & Founder at Bio Basket; and Dr. Shirisha Sathe, Consultant, Counselor, 
Psychotherapist, President R&D -Shyamchi Aai Foundation (SAF). The panel was moderated by Ms. 
Preeti Raskar, Core Committee Member-MCCIA CEWE.

An Awareness Session on Different State & Central Government Schemes and Incentives saw a 
detailed discussion of various schemes for the benefit of the participating women entrepreneurs 
and manufacturing companies.
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MCCIA Annual Awards 2023
 19th January 2024

The Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industries and Agriculture hosted its 76th Annual Awards 
Ceremony on Friday, 19th January 2024 at Balgandharv Rang Mandir, Pune. Twenty-four 
entrepreneurs and companies were recognised for their illuminating achievements under ten 
different categories.
	  
The MCCIA, through its awards, recognises innovation, commercial application of new products 
and services, entrepreneurship, Defence Production by MSME units, Women Entrepreneurship, 
Corporate Social Responsibility, and Green Initiatives. 

The G. S. Parkhe Industrial Merit Award, the oldest among these has become an institution in itself 
with a legacy of seventy-six years. This year, the Chamber added three new awards to recognise 
the efforts by companies in domains like Sustainability, Export Performance and Family Business. 
The Award for Family Business and Agriculture/ Food Processing will be given every alternate year.

These awards have been instituted and contributed by different trusts/companies and are being 
administered under the banner of MCCIA Annual Awards.  The Award Winners have made a mark on 
the Indian and Global Markets and continue to inspire all of us to innovate and prosper. 

Dr. Pramod Chaudhari, Executive Chairman, Praj Industries Ltd., the Chief Guest for the ceremony, 
congratulated the winners. He applauded the Chamber’s continued efforts to identify and recognise 
the award winners in their respective fields. Dr. Chaudhari implored that sustainability was crucial 
in the industrial sector and companies need to adapt to this and ensure future opportunities. He 
also stated that Entrepreneurs in Pune were fortunate as the necessary support for the industry 
is readily available. Furthermore, Dr. Chaudhari appreciated this initiative and highlighted that 
Awards of this nature were essential to inspire entrepreneurs and also contribute to their social 
recognition. He hoped that this year's award winners would create more employment opportunities 
and also motivate the other entrepreneurs. 

Mr. Deepak Karandikar, President, MCCIA delivered the opening address of the ceremony, wherein 
he spoke about various initiatives by the Chamber, mainly for SMEs and women entrepreneurs. 
A few of the initiatives mentioned by him were the Introduction to Government Schemes, Credit 
Facilitation, International Business Promotion, credit facilitation, defence business prospects, 
encouraging adoption of IoT and issues relating to Delayed Payments to MSMEs. Mr. Prashant 
Girbane, Director General, MCCIA gave an overview of these awards and the criteria for selection 
and thanked all the award jury members who scrutinised the 230 applications across categories.
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Award for Innovation in Entrepreneurship (Instituted in the memory of Late  Mr. G. S. Parkhe)

Award Organisation Details  Representative Product & Services

Winner IONIC ENGINEERING  
TECHNOLOGY PVT. LTD. ​

Ms.Lalitha Vedaraman ZERO LIQUID DISCHARGE SYSTEM

Award for New Products and Design: (Instituted in memory of the Late Mr. Hari Joshi and the Late 
Mrs. Malini Joshi

Award Organisation  Representative Product & Services

Joint Winner MASS ENGINEERS Ms. Shilpa Padman
Mr. Rohan Padman

MIRROR SHUTTER

Joint Winner FIDEL SOFTECH LTD.    Ms. Prachi Kulkarni,MD LangTech and Localisation 
Services

Joint Winner SARVAAY SOLUTIONS 
LLP.  

Ms. Madhavi Vishal 
Sardeshpande
Dr. Vishal Sardeshpande

100% Chemical Free Jaggery 
Powder with patented 
technology

Award for Women Entrepreneurs: (Instituted in the memory of Late Mrs. Ramabai Joshi)

Award Organisation  Representative Product & Services

Joint Winner MAHEK INDUSTRIES  Ms. Reshma Arif Mulla STANDARD AND NON-
STANDARD SHIMS FOR 
BIW FIXTURES

Joint Winner CHRONOTRONICS SOLUTIONS         Ms.Mohini Kate, Director Service for CBRN 
HAZMAT

Joint Winner TECHPANACEA PVT. LTD.                                  Ms.Sheetal Arjunwadkar AIRMAGIK

Award for MSMEs in Defence Production (Instituted by Brig S B Ghorpade)

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner SAGAR DEFENCE ENGINEERING 
PVT. LTD.  

Mr. Nikunj Parashar

Certificate of 
Appreciation

NIBE LTD. Mrs. Manjusha Nibe, Director
Mr. Dnyaneshwar Nibe, Director Operations

Certificate of 
Appreciation

UNI AUTOMATION PVT. LTD. Mr. Niranjan Mahajan

MCCIA Award for First-Generation Successful Entrepreneur  
(Instituted in the memory of Late Mr. Kiran Natu)

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner  TAKSHI AUTO PVT. LTD. Mr Amol Patel 
Ms. Sunita Patel  

Certificate of 
Appreciation

GULMOHAR PACK TECH INDIA PVT. LTD. Ms. Manisha Patil
Mr. Ankaji Patil
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Award under Corporate Social Responsibility -  
(Instituted in the memory of the Late Mr. B. G. Deshmukh (IAS))

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner FIAT INDIA AUTOMOBILES  
PVT. LTD.

Mr. Rajesh Khatri, President & CEO
Mr. Rakesh Baweja, VP

Certificate of Appreciation RSB TRANSMISSIONS (I) LTD. Ms. Priyanka Behera, Director 

Certificate of Appreciation COOPER CORPORATION PVT. LTD. Mr. Nitin Deshpande – CHRO
Mr. Mahesh Khare
Mr. Jagannath Kamble

MCCIA Best Family-Business Practices (Instituted in the memory of Late. Shri B. G. Chitale Award)

Award Organisation  Representative Product & Services

Winner ENPRO INDUSTRIES 
PVT. LTD.

Mr. Shrikrishna 
Karkare, MD

Mechanical Fluid 
Systems Process 
Equipment

Certificate of 
Appreciation

 HNB ENGINEERS PVT. 
LTD.

Ms. Suvarna Bhat Joshi Sewage Treatment 
Plants (Turnkey 
Projects)

MCCIA Award for Green Initiatives in Maharashtra   
(Instituted in the memory of Late. Dr. R J Rathi)

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner In Manufacturing 
Sector (Large Scale Co.)

RAYMOND UCO DENIM PVT. LTD.                                        Nitin Kumar Shrivastava,  
Works Director
Mr. Sanjiv Pandey, GM

Winner In Manufacturing 
Sector (Small Scale Co.)

HARNEX SYSTEMS PVT. LTD. Mr.Rohan Munot, CEO
Mr. Rajendra Munot

MCCIA S L Kirloskar Export Excellence Award

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner in Large Scale Co. BAJAJ AUTO LTD. Mr. Sushant Joshi, Div. Manager
Mr. Amit Pawar 

Winner in Large Scale Co. SAISIDHA SUGAR EQUIPMENT 
AND ENGG CO. PVT. LTD. 
 

Shri.Pravin Dumanavar,  
VP-Process & Engg
Shri.V R Kulkarni, GM-Marketing

MCCIA Award for Sustainability (Instituted By KPIT Technologies Ltd.)

Award Organisation  Representative

Winner TATA TECHNOLOGIES LTD.                  Mr. Nachiket Anvekar,  
Global Head  
Mr. Mohan Dubey                              

Certificate of Appreciation GE INDIA INDUSTRIAL PVT. LTD.                                           Ms. Bhagyashree Bhoite  

Certificate of Appreciation POSHS METAL INDUSTRIES 
PVT. LTD.   

Mr. Shivaji Solanke 
(Production Head)   
Ms. Arti Jadhav  
(Strategy Analyst)
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MCCIA Electronic Cluster Foundation (MECF)

Mr. Shrikrishna Gadgil
(CEO MECF)

MCCIA Electronic Cluster Foundation (MECF), promoted by the MCCIA 
and supported with ‘Grant in Aid’ by MeitY, the Government of India and 
financial assistance from the Government of Maharashtra, is setting 
up a Brownfield ESDM Common Facility Center, CFC, in Bhosari. By this, 
MECF will boost the electronic ecosystem of Pune and surrounding areas 
by helping the electronics industries in terms of the latest technology, 
cost competitiveness, and shorter turnaround times, thus enabling the 

Pune region will become a default destination for electronics design-led manufacturing. In 
short, MECF will be a step toward supporting the creation of world-class infrastructure in 
electronics systems and design manufacturing.
(www.mecf.in)

Auto Cluster Development & Research Institute 
(ACDRI)
Mr. Kiran Vaidya
(Managing Director - Auto Cluster)

Auto Cluster Development and Research Institute was established in 
2006-07 as a prototype development centre, catering to the product 
development needs of MSMEs. It served more than 600 MSMEs 
during the year. The main stakeholders are MCCIA, Pimpri - Chinchwad 
Municipal Corporation and the Department of Industrial Policy and 
Promotion-Ministry of Commerce and Industry- Government of India 
formulated under the Industrial Infrastructure Upgradation Scheme, 

IIUS, Auto Cluster provide services required for MSMES.
(www.autocluster.org)
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